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daughter of Khattusil and Pudukhipa, The Hittite
emperor made an even unprecedented state visit to
his brother-monarch bringing in his train his daughter
and vassals, and an immense amount of presents in
gold and silver. He journeyed in winter, much to the
astonishment of the Egyptians, in spite of snow in the
passes of Taurus and rain among the hills of Palestine.
While wishing godspeed to the departing Anatolians
Rameses expressed the hope that they would not meet
with snow and ice in the northern passes on their
way back.
Meneptah succeeded Rameses II after the latter's
death and ruled for about a decade. Of the two impor-
tant events of his reign one was his successful campaign
in Palestine and the other his breaking of the con-
federacy of the 'Northerners coming from all lands5
that invaded Egypt.
After the death of Meneptah anarchy followed
anarchy for a space of thirty years. Three kings ruled
Egypt one after another, the last being Seti II. When
he died throwing the land of the Nile into chaos and
confusion, a Syrian adventurer captured the kingdom
which was finally rescued by Setnekht. His son,
Rameses III, bears a great name in Egyptian history.
He sought to emulate Rameses II in every detail.
Rameses Ill's accession to throne, however, was
symbolic of the last flicker of a dying flame. It spelt
vigour, however. To the incessant wars of the two
centuries and a half since the invasion of Thothmes I
had succeeded a peace (concluded by the Hittite-
Egyptian treaty between Khattusil and, Rameses II),
a slumber of exhaustion, which was now brought to
an end when the reign of Rameses III awakened his
people to the realities of war and conflict. Egypt
was aroused from her torpor and assumed her stature
once more, imposing and splendid, till the artificial
revival of Rameses III collapsed under his successors,